Rick Bonfim Ministries Trip
Information
Statement of Purpose for the Mission Trip
The Brazil experience is not just a mission trip; it is truly a discipleship experience which
sets people free and empowers them in the Holy Spirit to do ministry and to be a blessing
to others. The time is spent in Bible study, prayer, work projects at the mission, outreach
to the poor, and a schedule of evangelistic meetings at Brazilian churches. We make
every effort to provide the best care possible in terms of meals, accommodations,
schedule, and transportation. RBM has been taking people to Brazil for over 30 years,
and some come back year after year. This is a trip which has brought healing and lifechanging encounters with the Lord Jesus Christ to hundreds of people.
Our purpose is not to show the city of Rio de Janeiro or to tour Brazil. This is a journey
with God. Those participating in the trips are chosen through careful consideration and
prayer. We desire that everyone who travels with us to Brazil will find direction in life,
family, and ministry as well as identity and purpose in the kingdom.
The staff of Rick Bonfim ministries is committed to serve you and make your experience
a blessing.
Rick Bonfim
John Dunn
Betty McKinney
Kathy Fallon
Felipe Ferreira
Pastor Alanir Morais
Silvania Maria José
Monica Mangabeira
Talita Velasco

Director, Evangelist, and Bible teacher
IT, Development, Bible Teacher, Licensed Minister
Bible teacher, RBM Group Manager, Licensed Minister
Resident missionary, Director of Children’s Ministry
Manager of Brazil operations
Mission Chaplain, assistant to Felipe
Feeding Program Cook, Housekeeping
Assistant Cook, Housekeeping
Assistant Cook, Housekeeping
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Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
1) Question: What exactly will we be doing on the trip?
Answer:
• We will visit various churches around Niteroi, Rio de Janeiro and other Brazilian cities
to share the gospel and then the entire team will minister to the church.
• Daily Bible studies, praise & worship times, and prayer times at the mission
• Projects at the mission, distribution of clothing to needy families who live in the poor
areas near the mission, and work projects to help the mission and needy families.

2) Question: Will I need to get any shots or vaccinations in order to go on this trip?
Answer: No.
3) Question: What exactly is included in the trip cost?
Answer: The trip cost includes all of your trip expenses, such as:
- Airfare from Atlanta, GAto Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
- All meals from the time you get to Brazil until the time you leave Brazil (except
for snacks and treats you may want to buy for yourself).
- All transportation costs in Brazil
- All lodging costs in Brazil
You are responsible to cover the following:
- All transportation costs to/from Atlanta, GA (i.e. airfare, car expenses, etc.)
- All airport meals in the US and Brazil
- All personal shopping expenses
- All offerings to churches or to the mission
- Some miscellaneous expenses (i.e. snacks at the mall or on the street)
- If we go to a restaurant or local point of interest - $40
4) Question: Why do we need to come to Atlanta first?
Answer: It is important for our group to be formed and travel together. Another major
reason is that part of our ministry in Brazil consists of clothing distribution to the poor,
and we often have clothing and other items to take to Brazil. Therefore, we may have
each mission team member take a suitcase for us from Atlanta.

5) Question: Because we rendezvous in Atlanta, how do you recommend that I get to
Atlanta?
2

Answer: If you live within 2 to 4 hours, we recommend having someone drive you and
pick you up. If you live more than 4 hours away by car, we recommend flying to Atlanta.
You will need to purchase a connecting flight to Atlanta. That flight should arrive in
Atlanta at least 3 hours before the flight to Brazil departs. Be aware that you likely will
be charged a luggage fee for the domestic leg of your trip. Before you book your
flight, please call the office to verify the dates and times of your connecting flight. If you
would like us to, we can help you book your connecting flight to and from Atlanta for
you. If you need us to help you with it, please do not hesitate to call us at 706-353-1546.
6) How much spending money should I bring?
Answer: $150 to $200 IN CASH. This will be for your offerings at churches (6 to 8
services on each trip), snacks and gifts you wish to buy, and when you go on an outing or
to a Brazilian restaurant. THE BILLS MUST BE NEW, CRISP, CLEAN, UNMARKED
BILLS OR THE MONEY CHANGER WILL NOT TAKE THEM. PLEASE BRING
$100’s or $20’s. But please also bring two or three $10 bills for the Sunday offering as
we will not be able to sell dollars until Monday and you will need to use US dollars until
we can change money.
You may use credit cards for shopping (Visa, Mastercard and Discover are widely
accepted). MAKE SURE YOU CALL YOUR CREDIT CARD COMPANY AND
TELL THEM THE DATES YOU WILL BE IN BRAZIL OR YOUR CARD MAY
BE DENIED.
Most people also bring an offering for the mission. This is your own prayerful
decision. However, there are always needs at the mission and all offerings you can
raise or bring to help the work there is greatly appreciated.

7) Question: What should I wear while we are in Brazil?
Answer: First determine if your trip takes place during the winter or summer. Since
Brazil is in the Southern Hemisphere, summer is December – March. Winter in Brazil is
May- September. In the summer, high temps reach 100 degrees F. In the winter, daytime
temperatures are in the 70’s F. and nighttime low temperatures are in the 50’s F. If we
travel to the mountains it can be even colder. For winter, you definitely want long pants,
a jacket or sweater, and clothing you can layer for warmth.
For Women: When we go to the churches, we have a mandatory dress code.
Modest and tasteful tops (short-sleeved or long-sleeved blouses – no spaghetti
straps or low-cut tops or short tops that reveal “the belly”). You must wear a loose
skirt that is knee-length or longer when you sit - or you may also wear dress
pants. You must wear attractive shoes or sandals - not tennis shoes or flip-flops.
Please do not bring expensive jewelry. Jeans are not permissible for the church
services. At the mission or on an outing, you may wear casual, comfortable
clothing: jeans, shorts, capris, T-shirts, flip flops, tennis shoes, etc. You should
also bring some work clothing that you can get dirty if there is a work project.
When we go out into the hills you need shoes that protect your feet. You can
wear flip flops around the mission but not when we go on an outing – your
feet need to be protected.
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For Men: When we go to the churches, we have a mandatory dress code. You
must wear a nice, attractive shirt, which includes short-sleeved collared shirts (i.e.
Polo shirts). You are not required to wear a tie. You may wear either khaki pants
or dress slacks. Very nice jeans are permissible. Please wear dress shoes to
each service No tennis shoes, sandals, or flip-flops. At the mission or on an
outing, you may wear casual, comfortable clothing. You should also bring some
work clothing that you can get dirty if there is a work project When we go out
into the hills you need shoes that protect your feet. You can wear flip flops
around the mission but not when we go on an outing – your feet need to be
protected.

8) Question: Are laundry services available at the mission?
Answer: Yes, we have a washing machine. We will show you how to use it.
9) Question: Will I have access to an iron at the mission?
Answer: Yes, we have an iron and ironing board.
10) Do I need to bring towels, wash cloths or bed linens with me?
Answer: No all of these will be provided for you at the mission. However, new towels,
washcloths and linens (twin bed) are always appreciated to replaced old ones, if you
would like to bring some to leave as a gift.
11) Question: What are the showers like in Brazil?
Answer: The showers are different in Brazil, but they all have hot water. We will show
you how to operate them when we arrive.
12) Question: What about the toilets?
Answer: Because the sewage system is not as powerful as ours in the US, you must
dispose of your used toilet paper in a small trashcan next to the commode. You can
change the garbage bag daily. In Brazil, toilet paper will not go down the sewage drains.
The flushing mechanism is often a string you pull. Pull the flush string very gently until it
flushes—otherwise, you will break the mechanism.

13) Question: Will I need a power converter to plug in my hairdryer, razor, etc.?
Answer: No. The electrical outlets at the mission use the same voltage as American
outlets (110V). However, you will need a small non-polarized adapter if the prongs on
your electrical device are two different sizes. We have quite a few adapters at the
mission but you can get your own by visiting the travel department at a store like Target
or by ordering an adapter for South America online.
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14) Question: Will my passports and tickets be safe while we’re in Brazil?
Answer: The Group Manager will collect the passports and they will be kept in a safe
place to prevent them from being lost or stolen for the duration of the trip and then
redistributed to you on the day of departure.

15) Question: Should I bring any medicine or other medical supplies?
Answer: Yes, please bring any prescriptions you currently take and some basic over the
counter medications for cold, sore throat, diarrhea, etc. NO SHOTS are needed for this
trip.
16) Question: Will I be able to call home while we’re on the trip?
Answer: Yes. We have internet at the mission and if you have a laptop, iPad or iPhone
you can use apps like Skype, Viber, or WhatsApp and also send e-mail. However, we
urge you to keep calls to a minimum because we want you fully engaged in the Brazil
experience, not talking on the phone to the USA!

17) Question: What will be our daily schedule at the mission?
Answer:
8:00 Breakfast
8:30 Praise and worship
9:00 - 12:00 Bible study and prayer
12:00 Lunch
12:30 - 5:00 Mission projects, outreaches, rest, and prayer
5:00 Dinner
6:30 Church trip or evening activity

18) Question: What will travel to and Arrival in Brazil be like?
Answer: At the airport we will meet as a group at an appointed time at the gate. You will
have time to get a meal or snacks at the airport, and a full meal will be served on the
plane after take-off. The Group Manager will make sure everyone gets on the plane.
Going to Brazil, you may have to fill out a form for immigration and customs. You may
need the mission’s contact information in order to fill out the form:
Av. Nestor Perlingeiro, 880
Sta. Barbara, Niteroi, RJ 24141-330 Brazil
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A copy of the form will be handed back to you; be careful not to lose it. Put it inside your
passport. THEN PUT YOUR PASSPORT AWAY IN A SAFE PLACE. DO NOT
PUT IT IN THE SEAT POCKET ON THE PLANE.
A LOST PASSPORT CAN RUIN A TRIP. TAKE YOUR PASSPORT OUT ONLY
WHEN YOU NEED IT AND THEN TAKE TIME TO PUT IT SECURELY
AWAY.
Upon arrival in Rio: After going through passport control, go down the escalator, get a
cart, and pick up your baggage and any bag or item you brought for RBM. Wait until all
the group has collected their bags and we will all go together through customs on the way
out of the airport. Do not go ahead of the group.
AT THE MISSION:
1. Please wear your nametag whenever we go to churches to minister. You do not need to
wear it during the day at the mission.
2. All rooms must remain locked whenever the whole group leaves the mission (such
as to a church service).
3. Please run the air conditioner ONLY while you are in the room. Don’t forget to TURN
IT OFF every time you leave the room. PLEASE!
4. Try to keep your room clean. Keep dirty clothes in a bag or out of view. Also, you will
want to keep dirty shoes outside of the room in the entryway.
5. The kitchen is off-limits to everyone with the exception of those who have been
assigned to “kitchen duty.” Scrape all food off of your plate into the garbage and put
plates, silverware and glasses into the plastic bin outside the kitchen door.
6. Chores in the kitchen, dining room and bathroom will be assigned. Please help out by
volunteering for kitchen duty, bathroom cleaning, dining room clean-up, etc.
7. ONLY drink only the filtered water provided by the mission or buy bottled water. To
prevent dehydration, drink plenty of water every day.
8. We are under strict electrical rationing in Brazil. Those who go over a certain amount
of electricity usage will pay a penalty equal to 100% of their bill. PLEASE TURN THE
LIGHTS OFF.
9. Do not give gifts, money, or clothing directly to anyone who works at the mission. If
you want to leave something (clothing, toiletries, shoes, medication), talk to Kathy
Fallon, the resident missionary. She will collect your donated items and make sure they
get distributed to those who need these items the most.
10. Bring paper and a pen with you to Bible study so that you can take notes. Be prepared
for the day when you come to breakfast!
11. Please close the door behind you when going out of the mission. When coming in the
upstairs door, knock loudly on the door and someone will let you in.
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12. Do not accept invitations to visit homes or churches; our schedule will keep you busy.
13. Seating on the bus will be assigned. Please cooperate with the seating assignment.
There are reasons for the assignments, including age, weight and health needs.
14. Our schedule may change due to unforeseen circumstances. All evening services
are already scheduled. This schedule is posted in the dining hall.
15. It is possible to get body lice by having physical contact with people. If you hug those
who have body lice you are subject to catching it. We ask that you use your judgment as
to how you make contact with individuals on the hill.

P.O. Box 5188
Athens, GA 30604
tel: 706.353.1546
email: RBM@Latterain.com

www.Latterain.com
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Rick Bonfim Ministries
Packing List
Remember, your check-in bag must weight 50 lbs. or less.
Anything above that may be charged a fee that can be $150 or more.
For Women:
 A few nice, attractive, long skirts or dress pants or dresses
 A few nice tops
 1 or 2 pairs of nice, attractive shoes
For Men:
 A few nice, attractive shirts
 A few nice short-sleeved or long-sleeved collared shirts
 1 or 2 pairs of dress shoes
 Several pairs of nice socks
For Everyone
 1-3 Sweaters or jackets
 Underwear (one per day + one extra pair)
 Several pairs of socks (for casual shoes)
 T-shirts
 A few pairs of casual shorts
 A few pairs of casual pants (i.e. jeans)
 1 pair of Tennis shoes
 1 pair of sandals (optional)
 Pajamas
 Bible
 Notebook or Notepad (for note-taking)
 Pen(s) or Pencil(s) (for note-taking)
 Alarm clock and watch
 Soap and Shampoo
 Toothbrush and Toothpaste
 Razor (regular or electric)
 Glasses and/or Contacts (if necessary) and contact solution
 Water Bottle (labeled w/ your name)
 Sunglasses
 Suntan Lotion (optional)
 Medical Supplies (optional; see FAQs)
 Spending Money in cash (no traveler’s checks)/ credit card
 Plane Ticket (if in your possession) and passport
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Pictures from the Brazil Mission

Our Recently Renovated Dining Area
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One of the Private rooms and bathrooms in Brazil

The Beautiful Hills in Brazil
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Our Beatutiful Kitchen where all your meals will be
cooked.

Mission Activity Photos

Two of our ladies working hard to feed the poor
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Brazil Mission Staff

Kathy Fallon- Resident Missionary

Felipe Ferreira- Manager of Brazilian Operations
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Monica- Cook

Talita Velasco- Cook

Silvana-Head Cook
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Pastor Alanir- Community Pastor

Celio Velasco- Administrational Assistant
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